
COuncilman Powell, the meeting adjourned to May 15, 1945 at 
'1:45 P.M. 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TOBRANa& 

'forrance, Callfo.rn ia 
May 15, 1945 

The Oi ty Counoil of the Oi ty of 'rOrrance convened in an Ad
journed Regular Meeting jn the Council Chamber, City Hall, 
Torrance, Cal1fornia, on Tuesday, May 15, 1945 at 8:00 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson oalled the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the. roll, those answering present being 
Councilman: G11bert, Hitchoook, Powell and Tolson. Absent: 
COuncilmen: CUcci. 

All those present in the Counoil Chamber saluted the rlag. 

IBITTXN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communioation was' read from the LabOr Harald, 0.1.0. 
Newspaper, signed by 1m. Weintraub, advising that the Labor 
Herald is planning to publish a speoial supplement oovering the 
important deoisions at the United Nations conference being held 
in San Prancisco. It was, advised that this special issue will 
be published approximately June 15, and will provide an inter
estIng, valuable and complete diges,t ot the work of the Con-
terence. . 

It was further advised that caies, counties and mun1-
cipal1 ties throughout cal1fornia are using the medium of this 
speCial issue to publish advertising suitable to the oocasion, 
and expressed the hope that the Oi ty of'l'orrance will be rapre-
sen ted in the edi ti 011. . 

Clerk: Bartlett was asked to ,de'termine before the nex~ meet
ing the kind of advertising desired and. the cost.ot seme. 

COunoilman Hitohcock: moved that the matter be referred to 
the entire Counoil for study and aotion at the next meeting. 
Councilman Gilbert seoonded the moti on, whioh was carried unani
mously. 

A communioation was read tromthe Torrance Polioe and l1re
man AsSOCiation, requasting the City to grant a free lioense 
for two days shOwing of a circusllay 29 and 30, 1945, proti h 
to be shared with the Al Dean Show, looation of oircus to be ~t 
Oarson, and Abalone Streets, to be sponsored by the Torrance 
POlioe and IPireman Assooiation, net proceeds to be given to the 
Tartar Town Canteen to be usad tor their building fund. 

It was stated that the show 1s highly reoommended and has 
been investigated by both the san Gabriel Polioe . Dttpartment and 
the Lynwood POlioe Department. 

Counoilman G1lbert moved that the request be granted. Coun
cilman Powell seconded the motlon, whloh was carried unanimousl7. 
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A communication was ~ead trom Glenn M. Jain, City Engineer, 
relative to the application 01' Atchison, ~peka and Santa Fe 
Railway Company tor a tranchise tor. trackage to serve the NaV7 
storage base. 

It w&sstated that conferences had been held with Lieutenant
COmmander 9rake, in charge otoonstruction tor the Navy on this 
projeot, and Mr. R. , D. Pierson, Regional Engineer tor the santa 
Fe~ at Whioh time the looation 01' the tracks, possibilities 01' 
other. locatiDns, etc., had been discu.saed. 

Engineer Jain continued to' say that, acco:rdlngto Mr. 
PiersOn, the proposed .. arrangement is the only teasible. method 
01' shuttling strings of cars. into or out of the Navy project, 
as the law will not permi t handling 01' switching directly onto 
the main lina~ 

Engineer Jain reoommended that, it a franchise for the pro~ 
posed trackage is granted, oonsideration be given to the follow-
ing items: . : 

(1) An agreement made that no s"tanding at cars w111 be 
permitted on this ::pur track. . 

(2) '!'hat a permanent, ballasted, heav,:-t7Pe orossing be 
made at eaoh of the crossings requeste.d, with installation at 
heavy girder rail, crOSSing signs, pavi:cg, etc., at the expense 
of the RailwsyCompany. . 

(3) That provlsion be made tor approval 01' tuture crossings 
of those alleys 8.l!ld streets where no orossings now exist, when 
so desi;red by the Cl ty; suoh crossings to be constructed at 
the expense 01' the Railway Company. 

(4) 'rhatfully automatic signals be installed at Arlington 
~:venue and that these. be. so loc=ated that they 11111 contorm \0 
the proposed widening of Arlington Avenue, or that an agreement 
be made to bear the necessary cost 01' relocation at that time. 

(5) That any proposed tranchise or agreement for the in
stalla tion at t .his spur track be con t1 ngen t upon the renewal. 
01' the tranchise tor the main line track, whlch rruchiseex-
pired in July, 1940. , 

Uter Clerk Bartlett ccmpleted reading 01' ,the above oommuni
cation a lengthy discussion ensued, Xngineer Jain advising that 
he had given some thought to the granting of a permit for the 
trackage to serve the Navy base instead of a franchise, inas
much as the franohise tor the main line track has expired. ' 

Attorney Mccall pointed out that, the t1me ~lament being 
important 1n this matter, he telt a permit would be more accept
able than a franchise, as the tranohisecould not be effactiva 
until tb.1rty days atter publication 01' the ord1nancegranting 
same • . He said all the oondi tions named by Mr. Ja1n oould be 
made a part 01' the permit. 

COuncilman Hitchcock suggested having the City Engineer and 
City Attorney investigate further and Aetermine whether Or not 
a permi t would be acceptable insteed 01'. a franchise. 

Engineer Jain said that a franohise tor a spur line would 
not serve any good purpose so long as they have no franchise 
for the main line, and, for th1s reason, he said a permit might 
be acceptable. He requested the members 01' . the Counoil to go 
to the proposed loc.at.1.on 01' the trackage and endeavor to otf~ 
suggestions as to how and where another location might be 
agreed upon. H-e, said he thoug).lt the matter sho.uldbe investi
gated. turther betore taking aotion. 

Councilman Hitohepck moved that the matter be referred 
back to the City Attorney and City Engineer tor further 1nve.8t1-
gation and recommendation at the ~ext meeting. Coun01lman 
Ponll seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

Prior to the vote on the above motion, Mr. Jain appealed to 
the ,Council membevs to look ove,r the location with llim, as, he 
said, orossing on Arlington Avenue w11l block the only north 
and south street, and said he would like the Council to look 
into the matter further with the hope that someone oan ptter 
suggestions tor a solut1on to the problem. 

149 



t50 

Mayor Tolson asked. Engineer Jain to arrange a meeting tor 
some time in the late atternoon tor the purpose ot inspecting 
the proposed trackage looation. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation ot not to 
exceed $160.00, plus tu, be made tor paint materia..la tor the 
painting ot the City street and Park equipment.- OOuneil.marl 
Gll~rt,' seconded the motion, which was carried by the tollow
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gllbert, Hitchcook. 
Powell and Tolson. HOES: . COUNCIIBEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: CUcci. 

COuncilman Gilbert moved that an approprlation of not to 
exceed 1J,35.00 be made tor green stain palnt tor the. MUnicipal 
Bail Park tence. Councllman Hitchcook seoonded the motlon. whioh 
was carried by the tollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Gllbert, Hi'tchcoek, Powell and Tolson • . NOES: COUNCIlMEN: None. 
~: OOUNCILIIEN: CUoci. , 

Mayor 'folsoI;l maTed that an appropriatlon ot t256.56 be made 
tor fittings tor the .Water Department. Councllman Powell seoonde4 . 
the motion, which was oarrled by the tollowing roll call vote: 
AYES: o OUNC I LMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUlllCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILlBN: Cucci. 

Engineer Jain reported that Lieutenant Gillot the Navy 
had called him regarding a receRt request recelved by the City 
to close Oak Street, and had expressed ihe hope that the Oity 
would not close that street until crenshaw Boulevard is placed 
in a condition where heaTY truoks can use it, Oak' Street being 
the only other aocess to the Navy project. 

Arter a short discussion, Oouncilman Hitchcock moved. that 
the request reoently received relative to closing otoak street 
be reterred to the Plannlng Commisslon tor reoommendat'1on to the 
COuncil. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, whloh was 
oarried unanimously. 

Counoilman Hltohcock read a communication trom the Fire 
Chief, advising that the 1945 meeting ot the California !'ire 
Ohiets Conterence, Southern Division, will be held May 26 and 
2'1, 1945 in the Lebec Hotel,Lebeo, Calitornia, and reoommended 
that the lire Chiet, City Otfioials and their wives be author111ed 
to attend. 

Councilman H1tchcock moved that Fire Chiet MoMaster ba 
authorized to attend .the meeting as requested, expenses pald. 
Councilman Gilbert seoonded the motion, which was oarried by 
the tollowing roll call 1Q te: AYES:: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, 
Hi tchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: OOUNClIMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCI·Il4EN: CUoci. 

ORAL OOMMUNIC.lTIONS 

Several oral protests were made at this time in connection 
with the railroad track on Madrid Street, Mr • .k. L. Inder in
quir1ng whether or not granting ot a permit or franchise for 
the spur line as requested by the Atchison, Topeka and santa "e 
Railway Company would aftect the, City's decision to e1ther re-
new the expired tranchise or refuse to do so. He said the oltizens 
1n tb~ vicinity of the railroad track had been hopetul ot having 
the traok re-routed atter the war. 

Mayo.r Tolson advised that granting of the tranohise- tor the 
spur l1ne would have- no connection with the tranchise for the 
main llne track, whioh statement Mr. McCall substantiated. Mr. 
McCall added that it present thoughts are carried out, the rail
road oompany will be granted a permit tor the spur line and not 
a tranchise-. 

Mrs. Leonard J. Young voioed an ob jection to the Madrid Street 
railroad track also, statlng that ahe bad hoped the track would 
some day be re-routed from Madrid Street to Madrona street. 
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Mayor Tolson remarked that, as a matter of fact, this is a / 
matter in whioh the United states GOvermaent is conoerned and that, 
if 1 t is so des1red, the Government will put in ~he trackage re
gardless of whether the City grants a franchise or permit at all. 
He ~aid that, 80 far as changing the. main line track at this t1me, 
he thought that would be out of the question and added that he 
personally knows ofnothlng the Council can do if the Navy de
oides to go ahead and put in thei trackage. 

Councilman Powell stated that . he Is In sympathy wlth the 
people who deslre re-routing , of the Madrid street traCk. However, 
he said hetelt that no steps should be taken 1n that direeticm 
during war t1me, but that, when the proper time arrives, if he 
reJDains on the Council, he tully expects to start some movement 
and take action towardaccompl1shlng this desired re-routing of 
the traeks. He said he is not in favor of grant1ng a franchise 
to the railroad company •. 

Mr. ~ames ~. O'TOole also addressed the Councll b~iefly 
relative to the Madrid street rallroad track, giv1ng reasons for 
his objection to the tracks being located on that street. After 
making several remarkswhieh appeared to cast . reflection on the 
integrity of the Council, and his general attitude appearing to 
be antagonistio, Mayor Tolson orc1ered him to confine his remarks 
to faots. Upon his ref'usal, Jlayor 'folson ordered him to be 
seated, which he also ref us ed to do. 

Mayor Tolson advised that , the matter w1ll be reported on 
by the City Engineer and C1ty Attorney at the next meeting. 

lIr. Earl 1'1sher of Lom1 ta introduced Kr. Harold BoJ,mef, 
Commander of the Air Patrol of the Lomita 1'llght strip, Mr. 
Hoaes requesting that transportation facil1 ties be provided to 
transport 'forrance students of the Civil Air Patrol, conducted 
at the Strip and being night classes, to and f~ the Lomita 
1'llght Strip. He stated that Mr. Ward, Manager of the B~s Lines, 
had advised him that the desired result could be acoomplished by 
making a slight reVision in the 8cbedule, and requested that 
the Council autaorlzeMr. Ward to make this change. 

Mayor 'folson advised that the matter will be referred to 
Councilman CUcci, Chai~an of the Transportation Committee, and 

. Mr~ Ward, Manager of the Bus Lines, for recommendation. 

~t 8:30 P.M., upon motion of Counoilman Hitohcook, seoonded 
by Counoilman Gil_rt ,the meeting adjourned. 

----/ 

~#~ )lK15R OF Tjii CITY OF TORRANCE 

MINUTES OF A. REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CI'fY COUNCIL 01' 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranoe, California 
May 22, 1945 

'fhe City Council ot the City of Torranoe convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, CltyHal1, Torranoe, California, 
on Tuesday, Kay 22, 1945 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor 'folson called the meeting-to order. 
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